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A TRIM TREE 


¢¢E Jey, Dap, can I put the lights on 

the tree this year?” Johnny asked 
as he helped his father put the tree in 
place. “Um—well, let’s see if they’re all 
right first,” said Dad. He set the tree in 
its holder and tested it to see if it was 
firm and steady. 

“There—will you get some water for 
it, Johnny?” 

“Sure, Pop.” 

Johnny got the water for the tree con- 
tainer while his father rummaged around 
for the lights. When he found them— 
in a far corner of the attic—he brought 
them down stairs and checked each 
socket fitting and the entire cord length 
to be sure it was well insulated. 

“Dad, they said something at school 
about a label—a label that should be on 
the light cord.” 


“Yep, that’s this one here. See the UL 
on it. That means they have been tested 
by the Underwriters’ Laboratories, and 
they were safe when we bought them, 
but we still have to be sure they are in 
good repair each year.” 

“Now,” Dad said, “let’s see if we can 
get them over the top of the tree—no 
—well, I'll get the step stool.” 


When he had lowered the lights onto 
the tree, he let Johnny arrange them. 

“Mom,” Johnny called, “come on and 
help us. We’re about to put the orna- 
ments on. And let’s get some cotton to 
put around the tree.” Johnny started to 
look for the cotton. 

“No,” Dad said, “that stuff can burn 
too easily unless it’s treated.” 

They all worked like beavers, until 
finally it was ready for the tinsel. 

Mom glanced at Johnny. “Oh, Johnny,” 
she said, “please don’t hang the tinsel 
where it will touch the lights or cord.” 

“Why, Mom?” 

Dad said, “Well, tinsel is a good con- 
ductor of electricity, son, and it could 
cause a short. I’ve checked the lights to 
see if they are in good condition, but 
it’s just as well to be on the safe side.” 

Soon they had finished and stood back 
to admire their work. 

“Looks mighty pretty to me,” said Dad. 

“Yep,” said Johnny. 

“I’m glad we’ve tried to make it safe, 
too,” said Mom. 

“And a very Merry Christmas to you 
both,” said Dad. 


Merry Christmas! And a safe one too! 














AWARDS 
MERITED 


By Thomas E. Hewitt 


Editor, The Tapping Pot 
Electro Metallurgical Company 


HOME SAFETY PROGRAM keyed to family 

participation is paying dividends for 
Electro Metallurgical Company and United 
States Vanadium Company, divisions of 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 
Plants of the two companies, which have 
organized home safety committees among 
their employees, have reported reductions 
in off-the-job accident frequency and sever- 
ity rates in recent years. 

For the period from July 1, 1952, through 
June 30, 1953, the Home Safety Conference 
of the National Safety Council has recog- 
nized five plants of Electro Metallurgical 
Company and one of United States Vana- 
dium for outstanding home safety accom- 


plishments. Three Electromet plants _re- 
ceived Awards for Merit—Niagara Falls, New 
York, Sheffield, Alabama, and Ashtabula, 


Ohio—while two were awarded Certificates 
West Virginia, 


of Commendation Alloy, 





and Marietta, Ohio. The United States 
Vanadium plant at Bishop, California, was 
honored by a Certificate of Commendation. 


Top management of Electromet and 
U. S. V. has long recognized the cost in 
labor hours lost and the accompanying set- 
backs to good morale caused by off-the-job 
accidents. To combat the insidious inroads 
of highway and home accidents, Electromet 
launched an educational program ar 
started organizing home safety verte 
ir. 1950. The Niagara Falls plant started 
the ball rolling under the direction of 
Frank J. Conroy, then safety supervisor at 
the plant who is now assistant to the Com- 
pany’s Manager of Industrial Relations. 

Other Electromet plants followed suit, 
and then U. S. V. moved into the home 
safety picture. 

All of the Electromet plants keep in close 
contact with employees and their families 
who are enrolled in the home safety com- 
mittee program. The members are sent a 
monthly letter pointing out hazards and the 
methods to prevent accidents. Pamphlets 
on various phases of home and highway 
safety are often enclosed. Each family com- 
mittee is presented with a larg: framed 
certificate for display in the home, indi- 
cating it is affiliated with the program. 
Membership buttons are sent to tk 
youngsters. 

To keep interest in safety high among 
the youngsters, the plant safety departments 
conduct letter-writing contests for the young 
people. Special luminous “beanie” hats 
have been presented as_ prizes. Every 





Bulletin Board at Electro , Metallur- 
gical P Ohio, 
a safety contest for chil- 
dren 14 years of age or younger. 
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An unsafe kitchen displayed at Electromet Annual Family Picnic, Ashtabula, Ohio 


youngster also has received a T-shirt ad- 
vertising the slogan, “Play Safely.” Comic 
books devoted to safety are distributed to 
the juvenile safety committeeman. 


The response of employees has been note- 
worthy. Over 5,000 families in 8 plant 

mmunities are taking part in the fight 

ainst needless accidents and loss of life. 
The Niagara plant alone has nearly 2,000 
members. Besides the six plants previously 
mentioned, there are two other plants now 
conducting programs. These are the Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan plant of Electromet 
and the Uravan, Colorado, operation of 
United States Vanadium. 

At the Ashtabula plant, the accent has 
been placed on a safe driving campaign. 
Before the July 4, 1952, and Labor Day 
weekend, 1953, holidays, safety supervisor 
Bill McDougall and his associates staged 
exhibits showing badly wrecked cars—the 
consequence of carelessness at the wheel. 
The moral—to be careful over the weekend 
—was obvious. All employees at Ashtabula 
were shown two poignant motion pictures, 
“Live and Let Live” and “Fatal Seconds,” 
dramatizing the driving problem. 
rT Jones, Niagara Falls safety supervisor, 

d his aides distributed 2,000 automobile 
bumper stickers to employees, which stated, 
“Slow down—avoid accidents,” before three- 
day holiday weekends in ’53. 

At Sheffield, Alabama, the emphasis has 
been on promoting home safety in the com- 
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munity. Walter Sedenquist, safety super- 
visor, has been helped by members of the 
superintendents’ department in conducting 
over 20 programs for Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, in groups of 30 to 600 people. 


Each plant’s safety supervisor is on his 
own when it comes to selecting materials 
for the monthly home safety letter. He can 
select from any source he deems satisfac- 
tory. Usually the selection is made to con- 
form with the season of the year—for 
example, spring house-cleaning subjects in 
April; fire prevention during National Fire 
Prevention Week in October; safe driving 
when major holidays are coming up. Book- 
lets, pamphlets, and folders are drawn from 
such sources as the National Safety Coun- 
cil and the various insurance companies. 


Off-the-job accident statistics are compiled 
by the safety departments of the various 
plants and included in the company’s 
monthly safety report. Information on lost- 
time injuries is supplied by the Works 
Hospital, which processes insurance claims 
and checks the employees in when they 
return to work after an illness or injury. 

A decrease in off-the-job accidents is a 
safety gain worthy of pride in the opinion 
of the management of the two companies. 
It is impressive to note that the off-the-job 
accident rate at Electromet and United 
States Vanadium plants is decreasing, while 
some industries find their problems increas- 
ing because of home and highway accidents. 
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Martha Crane, conductor of WLS Feature Foods 
program, chats with George M. Cummins, M.D., 
Wesley Memorial Hospital. 


University of Michigan. 
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'I’nHe week of the 41st National Safety @.. wus i 


who came to attend the various home safety fur#ti 
home safety sessions, of course, at which we heard a 
eminent in their special fields. These speeches will be 
Transactions early next year. 



























At the manager’s meetings prior to Congress weel 
safety director, E. I. du Pont Louisville Plant, deseri 
safety plan. Thomas Fansler, director, and Ralph Kuh 
NSC home safety division, gave a report on home saf 


During the luncheon for the managers of local safety 
Safety Conference’s Award for Merit for home safety 
sented to representatives of the following councils: 
Safety Council, Greater Los Angeles Chapter, NSC, Lo: 
cil, and Rochester Safety Council. 

At other meetings, home safety Awards for Merit we 
Electro Metallurgical Companies at Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
and Ashtabula, Ohio, as well as to the St. Louis and Sa 
Co. Certificates of Commendation were awarded to t 
gical Companies at Alloy, West Virginia, and Mariett 


United States Vanadium Co., Bishop, Calg 
The Petroleum Section held a_ sessic n off-the-j 


various phases of the problem were discussed. A sessio 
committee of the American Vocational Association and 
Council took in the safe use of home appliances and t 
and farm work shop equipment. 


All in all the Congress was busy and fruitful. There 
see. We hope you enjoyed it and that you will be bs 





Speakers at home safety session of the Congress: (left to right) Cc. ©. Christenson, National Association 

Fay M. Hemphill, University of Michigan; Dr. Irmagene N. Hollo- rostrum) speaks. Others on the panel are 
way, Greater Cincinnati Safety Council; Grace Hornaday, New Kalamazoo Safety Council; Herbert J. Stc 
Jersey State Safety Council; Harry M. Wain, M.D., City-County Education; Heyworth N. Sanford, M.D., Un 
Health Department, Mansfield, Ohio, and Viado Getting, M.D., George M. Cummins, Jr., M.D., Wesley 
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wus a é... for those 


‘ur@tions. There were the 
rd a number of speakers 
ill be published in NSC’s 


week, Charles F. Cook, 
lescribed their off-the-job 
Kuhli, assistant director, 
1e safety. 

safety councils, the Home 
safety programs was pre- 
veils: Greater Cincinnati 
1, Louisville Safety Coun- 


rit were also given to the 
N. Y., Sheffield, Alabama, 
nd San Francisco Railway 
to the Electro Metallur- 
arietta, Ohio, and to the 


-thejon QD, in which 


session of the joint safety 
1 and the National Safety 
and the safe use of home 


There was lots to do and 
be back next year. 





ation of Home Builders (at 
el ore: E. M. Gearhart, Jr., 
J. Stack, Center for Safety 
D., University of Illinois, and 
Vesley Memorial Hospital. 
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Kenneth Miller (right), exec- 
utive director, Greater Cin- 
cinnati Safety Council, re- 
ceives NSC Outstandin 
Achievement Awcrd an 
Home Safety Conference 
Award for Merit from Dr. 
B. L. Corbett, executive di- 
rector, Milwaukee Safety 
Commission. 


Joseph Kaplan, secretary- 
manager, Greater Los An- 
eles Chapter, NSC, with 
ward for Merit and NSC 
Fleet Safety Certificate. 


Capt. Estel Hack, executive 

vice president, Louisville 

Safety Council, holds Award 
for Merit. 


William Keeler, director, 
Rochester Safety Council, re- 
ceives Award for Merit. 








NSC NEWS 


E F. pu pont, E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
* & Company, Inc., was elected chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the National 
Safety Council at the Annual Meeting of 
Members which opened the 41st National 
Safety Congress in Chicago, October 19. 

Ned H. Dearborn was re-elected president 
and will retain the post as executive vice 
president. 

W. A. Stewart, American Optical Com- 
pany, was re-elected vice president for 
homes. Alfred M. Cantwell, American Na- 
tional Red Cross, Mrs. George Welles, Jr., 
St. Louis County Safety Council, and George 
M. Wheatley, M.D., Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co., will represent the Home Safety 
Conference on the Board of Directors. 

The Home Safety Conference at its an- 
nual meeting, October 19 in Chicago, voted 
tc establish a two-year term of office for 
the various elective officers of the Con- 
ference: namely, the chairman, and_ the 
vice-chairman. 

To falfill the current term, the present 
officers were re-elected to hold office until 
next fall. George M. Wheatley, M.D., Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Co., is chairman of 
the Conference. Leonard Haeger, National 
Association of Home Builders, is vice-chair- 
man, housing and equipment division; Ed- 
ward Press, M.D., University of Illinois 
Services for Crippled Children, is vice- 
chairman, health and medical division; and 
E. M. Gearhart, Jr., Kalamazoo Safety Coun- 
cil, is vice-chairman, division of community 
service groups. 

Donald Mumford, New York Central Sys- 
tem, was named representative to and from 
the Industrial Safety Conference. 


Other members of the Conference are as 
follows: Miss Lura Jim Alkire, General 
Electric Co.;: W. W. Bauer, M.D., American 
Medical Association: W. W. Bolton, M.D. 
(alternate for Dr. Bauer); A. Carl Bredahl, 
Westinghouse Electric Corp.; Theodore I. 
Coe, American Institute of Architects. 


Myron Cusack, U. S. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce; Walter Cutter, Center for Safety 
Education; Miss Essie L. Elliott, Greater Los 
Angeles Chapter, NSC; Miss Florence Fall- 
gatter, Iowa State College; Miss Ruth Fisher, 
National League for Nursing, Ine., Miss 
Ruth Tuckey (alternate for Miss Fisher). 


Miss Karen Fladoes, Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp.; Donald Harting, M.D., U.S. Chil- 
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dren’s Bureau; Mrs. Irmagene N. Holloway, 
Greater Cincinnati Safety Council; Freder- 
ick S. Kent, U. S. Public Health Service, 
Miss Madeline Pershing (alternate for Mr. 
Kent); Mrs. Fred Knight, National Congress 
of Parents and Teachers, Miss Ruth A. Bot- 
tomly (alternate for Mrs. Knight). 


Fred Long, M.D., American Public Health 
Association; Miss Irene L. Muntz, Rochester 


Gas and Electric Co.; Miss Edith Ramsa 
The American Home, Tyler S. Roger P 


Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp.; A. B. 
Rosenfield, M.D., Minnesota Department of 
Health; C. M. Rowley, American Mutual 
Alliance, Dale K. Auck (alternate for Mr. 
Rowley). 

C. George Segeler, American Gas Associa- 
tion; Miss Jayne Shover, National Society 
for Crippled Children and Adults, Inc.; Miss 
Mary M. Weeks, Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.; 
Miss Avis Woolrich, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture; Mrs. Norma F. Wulff, Greater 
Cleveland Safoty Council. 


GEORGIA STATISTICS 


The Georgia Department of Public Health 
reports that burns by fire, steam, hot objects 
or water and corrosive liquids caused 32.9 


per cent of the fatal home accidents j 
Georgia, 1950-1952, whereas falls caused 


per cent. 

Home accidents were seventh as a cause 
of death in 1952. They are among the ten 
leading causes of death in every age group 
except the 45-64 year group, but, even so, 
there is an average of about 90 fatal home 
accidents per year in this group. 


In each age group between 1 and 65 
years, fires kill as many or more persons 
as any other cause of home accidents. Ac- 
cidental falls rank second as a cause of 
fatal home accidents, primarily because of 
the extremely high death rate after age 75. 

For the three-year period, 1950-1952, the 
following fatal home accidents occurred: 

Poisonings, gas, solids, and liquids. 125 

Oe re ee 615 

Fire and explosion of combustible 





IN oes. ww vinwa.e venereal 613 
Hot substances, corrosive liquid, e 
steam and radiation............. 39 
eR OE Ee 150 
Mechanical suffocation ............ 216 
All other accidents (residual)..... 227 
Eo. tev mentee re cadan ee 1985 
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GETTING ON—SAFELY 


A Suggested Program for February 


VER HALF THE deaths from home acci- 

dents in 1952 were to people over 65 
years of age. Falls took about three-fourths 
of these deaths. Even if a fall does not 
result in death, it is more serious at this 
age because bones are brittle and take 
longer to knit. A program on safety for this 
age group, therefore, can well be centered 
around fall hazards with some mention of 
fire and other hazards. 


Radio 


Since older people are apt to spend a 
considerable amount of time listening to 
the radio or watching TV, these would be 
good mediums for an all out effort to 
reach this age group. Geriatricians, doc- 
tors, members of the health department, 

urses can present techniques of safe living 
a the basic physiological changes which 

lake attention to safety so important. Home 
economists and others interested in manage- 
ment and care of the home can give dem- 
onstration talks on rug and floor care, the 
safe handling of room heaters, ete. 


A radio interview or a panel of older 
people from local men’s and women’s clubs 
might make a good presentation, especially 
if discussion can be developed on special 
problems for this group and techniques for 
handling them. 


Spot announcements can be issued on the 
prevention of falls taking up one or two 
points at a time. 


Publicity 


Newspapers can run a picture series or a 
quiz on this phase of safety as well as 

ticles by doctors. Perhaps someone who 

s had a serious accident can write a let- 
ter to the editor describing his accident 
and the subsequent care with suggestions for 
safety for others of his age group. 


Another angle which can be publicized 
is pedestrian safety—indoors and out. From 
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the local health department or hospitals you 
may be able to obtain statistics on accidents 
for this age group and publicize them. 

A local club may wish to have a discus- 
sion program among its older members 
which might reveal special physical prob- 
lems and techniques for handling them. 

Since falls are a major cause of acci- 
dental death to old folks, exhibits on tech- 
niques for preventing falls can be displayed 
in club rooms, and store windows. One 
suggestion for this type of exhibit is to 
collect’ various materials for anchoring 
throw rugs and show how they can_ be 
applied. Another exhibit on how to apply 
floor wax can be displayed. Women’s clubs 
can make up a bulletin board for display 
at club headquarters and distribute Getting 
On Safely. Churches and welfare agencies 
can also use this educational technique. 


Public Health 


A special in-service training course might 
be conducted for professional people in 
public health nursing and welfare fields so 
that they can point out hazards and make 
suggestions for safe practices in their visits 
or during their conferences. 

References: Getting On Safely, four page 
leaflet on safety for older persons (prices 
furnished on request); Age, Accidents and 
the Physician, by Dr. C. Ward Crampton; 
Accidents— A Problem of the Aged by 
Thomas Fansler, and Old Age Safety by 
Ollie A. Randall. Single copies of the last 
three articles will be sent free on request 
to the Home Safety Division, NSC. 

There were a total of 16,200 deaths from 
home accidents to persons 65 years of age 
and over in 1952. Of these, 12,500 were 
falls; 1,550 were burns by fire and injuries 
ir conflagrations; 130, poisonings, not gas; 
360, poisonous gas; 110, firearms, and 1,550 
other types. For a detailed study of home 
accidents, see Kansas Accidental Death Re- 
port, published by Kansas State Board of 
Health. 
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Proceedings of Institute 
OME ACCIDENT PREVENTION, the 


proceedings of the public health insti- 
tute held at Ann Arbor, Michigan, last Jan- 
uary is now available. It is an excellent 
source book on what we know about the 
problem. 

The Conference was divided into four 
working sessions; and the proceedings fol- 
low that pattern: 

1. Extensive discussions and background 
analyses on home-accident deaths and_in- 
juries; statistical studies and evaluation of 
techniques used, results, comparative value 
of methods. 

2. Reports on latest research and investi- 
gations on both the environmental and hu- 
man factors involved in home accident 
causation. 

3. State and local health departments’ re- 
sponsibilities; reports on programs and ac- 
tivities already under way; suggestions on 
scope and direction of new programs; sug- 
gestions on emphasis in existing programs. 

4. Community responsibility: publie and 
private agencies and organizations with 
natural or logical interests in preventive 
activities; methods of enlisting, maintain- 
ing, and utilizing cooperation between the 
health department and other community 
groups. 

The conference was sponsored by the 
School of Public Health, University of 
Michigan, in cooperation with the U. S. 
Public Health Service, National Safety Coun- 
cil, American Public Health Association’s 
Committee on Home Accident Prevention, 
and the W. K. Kellogg Foundation. 

It may be obtained from the University 
Press, 311 Maynard St., Ann Arbor, Michi- 
gan. Price $1.00. 


HOME DEATH RATES 


Compare the statisties of your community 
with the figures below. The table shows the 
home accident deaths (as reported by health 
departments and community safety councils) 


for the year 1952, with the latest census 
population, and the death rate per 100,000 
population. The national death rate in 1952 
was 18.6. 

City Deaths Population Rate 
57,700 10.4 
133,600 10.5 
303,600 10.9 


Kalamozoo, Mieh. .... 
Fort Wayne, Ind 
Toledo, Ohio 

Flint, Mich. 


163,100 11.0 
Detroit, Mich. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


849,600 l3g@ 
914,800 @ 
Oklahoma City, Okla.. 243,500 14, 


Denver, Colo. ; 15.2 

Syracuse, N. Y 16.3 

Elkhart, Ind. ........ 3: 16.9 

Birmingham, Ala. .... i 17.2 

Dallas, Texas - 17.3 

Hartford, Conn. 32 7 18.0 

Baltimore, Md. ...... : 19.3 

Springfield, Mass. .... y 19.7 

19.8 

Rochester, N. Y 32, 19.8 

Louisville, Ky. 

Columbus, Ohio 

Si. Paul, Minn 

Richmond, Va. 

7,892,000 
521,700 
104,500 
36,100 
176,500 
182,700 
58,000 
856,800 
456,600 
504,000 
802,200 
775,400 
78,600 
33,700 


Minneapolis, Minn. .. 
Duluth, Minn. ....... 
Eau Claire, Wis....... 
Grand Rapids, Mich... 
Tees, Ge. 26. .ckcce 
Hamilton, Ohio 

St. Louis, Mo 

Kansas City, Mo 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Washington, D. C..... 
San Francisco, Calif... 
St. Joseph, Mo 
Middletown, Ohio 


Louisiana Conference 


On December 7 and 8 at the Roosevelt 
Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana, the home 
safety section of the Louisiana Conference 
will meet to hear talks on off-the-job, com- 
munity, school-P.T.A., child care and other 
aspects of home accident prevention. 
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